Research Homework




    Biology 1152, Summer 2009/Peter Chen

Write a paper on one species from each of the three kingdoms Plantae, Animalia, and Fungi; the species should be drawn from observations from one of our field trips.
This paper is worth 60 points and should be 6 typed pages. For each species, give the scientific and common names of the organism, its niche in the ecosystem, and its life history. Some possible lines of inquiry include: predator/prey or symbiotic/parasitic relationships, reproductive strategies, conservation status, human impact on their survival, and possibly impact of the organism on natural communities. Your writing should reflect and expand upon what you learned in this class; or indicate when and where you observed the organism on a field trip.
References

Include at least two references for each species; at least one of which should be a scientific (peer-reviewed) source: a journal, other textbooks, etc., while the other can be from an Internet search. These should be listed on a separate page, which is not counted as one of the 6 pages of the paper. Note: our textbook does not count as a reference.

All references should use either APA or MLA citation style. See the library’s web page for help and examples: http://www.cod.edu/library/research/citenet.htm
Attach copies of the specific pages you used for your data, and use a highlighter to highlight the passages you found particularly relevant. If the reference is available electronically, you can cut and paste the relevant sections and boldface or otherwise highlight your passages. Use the class web site to upload your paper so I can have an electronic copy:

http://bio1152.nicerweb.com/Locked/qt/upd.cgi
Research Homework Grading Rubric

	Category
	Points
	Criteria

	References
	9
	Provides six references; at least three peer-reviewed. Appropriate pages are attached, relevant passages highlighted.

	Depth of research
	45
	Research is current, relevant, and in-depth. Narrative shows mastery of the organisms, not just rephrasing words lifted from the references.

	Relevance to this class
	6
	Research shows tie-in to topics you learned in this class, and expands upon those topics, or shows direct experience from a field trip.


Aside from the references, all other criteria are judged on the quality of your research and presentation in your paper.

Points are not deducted from the maximum possible for each criterion, but must be earned based on the quality of your work.
Graphics can be used to supplement your paper, but are not necessary and in general will not aid in earning points unless the graphics are directly relevant to your topic. Any space taken up by graphics will not count toward the 6 written pages expected in this paper.

This paper is due on the last day of class: Wednesday, 7/29, but you are encouraged to submit it sooner. Things tend to pile up near the end of the semester, and a rushed research effort will be reflected in your writing.

Good luck!

